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Tribute to Suleman Lockhat at the SLA 
On 14 September 2018, the Islamic Forum hosted a tribute to 

Marhoom Suleman Lockhat. The proceedings were fittingly held at the 
Suleman Lockhat Auditorium, based at the Mariam Bee Sultan Centre 
in Kenilworth Road. A Disclaimer was articulated that is neither from 
the Islamic traditions, nor customs, to eulogise the deceased, but that 
the programme was to use the benchmark of this servant of humanity, 
and sublime personality, to measure our own being and life in this 
ephemeral world, in relation to the mandate for our existence.

In attendance were many of his former colleagues, associates (both 
from the legal fraternity and Islamic organisations), friends and well-
wishers. The programme commenced with a Qirah by Hafez Shu’iab 
Moola  who appropriately and mellifluously recited  Ayahs 153- 157 of 
Surah Baqarah. Senior scholar Sheikh Ashraff Nasser then delivered a 
talk titled “Living and Dying as a Muslim”, which elucidated the Divine 
rationale for the existence of man on Earth. The talk compellingly 
advanced the evidenced obligation, from Qur’an and Seerah, for the 
injunction for mans’ existence as his Social Compact with humanity. 

This obligation was legislated immediately after belief (tawheed) and 
the articles of faith.

Following the presentation by Sheikh Ashraff, an opportunity 
was extended to some of his colleagues and associates to recall their 
memories of Suleman. Advocate Thuthuka Ngwenya, Deputy Master 
of the KwaZulu-Natal High Court in Pietermatizburg, movingly 
recounted how Suleman afforded him articles when he was unable 
to secure a position. Advocate Ngwenya recalled lovingly Suleman’s 
generosity of spirit and how Suleman advanced his protégé’s legal 
knowledge and experience by constantly “throwing him in the deep 
end”. He recalled further how Suleman kept and maintained contact 
with him even when he moved on in his profession. A long-standing 
associate, partner and friend of Suleman, Attorney Mr Bill Gounden, 
paid tribute to Suleman with recollections of the years when they 
studied and qualified as attorneys. He recollected how Suleman’s 
friendship transcended a simple fraternal association and that is what 
elevated his esteem of Suleman to being a unique human being.
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Sheik Saad Altalib, a longstanding associate of Suleman in the 
Islamic and Dawah movement, movingly described his long-standing 
relationship with Suleman from decades past. He credited Suleman 
with planting and germinating many of the seeds of what are today 
trees benefitting the Ummah. Sheikh Saad emotionally described the 
sincerity, dedication, commitment and consistency of Suleman in 
all that his did. Sheikh Saad pointed to the selflessness and humility 
that distinguished Suleman as a committed servant of the Deen and 
humanity. It was these personality traits he manifested, together with 
his sincerity, that will entrench his memory far into the future

Nasser Seedat, son-in-law of Suleman, responded to the tributes 
paid to his late father-in-law. He attested that, away from the public 
eye, Suleman was all the more a gentle soul with his family. He exuded 
deep love and compassion for his immediate and extended family, and 
went beyond the normal call of duty in his care and love for his late 
mother. This bore testimony that “Solly” was the genial spirit both in his 
public and private life.

A commemorative brochure of the life and times of Suleman, 
researched by Professor Goolam Vahed was distributed. The 
proceedings closed with a dua by Sheikh Abdullah Khair.

Liberte, egalite, fraternite - just not for Tariq Ramadan?
The case of Professor Tariq Ramadan, who faces rape charges in 

France, ceased to be a normal case several months ago. The dire 
treatment of Ramadan has led to an outpouring of support for the 
accused. Whether it’s because of the lack of due process, the absence 
of an impartial judicial framework, the skewed media coverage led 
by the same French media and cultural ‘icons’ who spearheaded 
smear campaigns against Ramadan over the past two decades, and 
above all the inhumane treatment – there is every reason to believe 
now that the case against Ramadan is politically motivated.

From the outset, a string of judicial irregularities occurred 
including: the complete isolation of Ramadan during the first 45 days 
of detention without even granting him access to family members; 
denying him access to his own court records; denying him the right 
of a presumption of innocence; the court’s failure to provide him with 
appropriate medical treatment as he suffers from multiple-sclerosis 
according to several medical reports, including that of the prison’s 
chief-doctor, and the judges’ refusal to question the credibility of the 
plaintiffs’ shaky version of events.

Mounia Rabbouj’s case had been dropped because of a lack 
of evidence after she changed her version of events, and the facts 
of Henda Ayari’s accusations have changed a number of times 
after she was unable to prove any of her allegations against Tariq 
Ramadan. A third case, Paule-Emma A. (designated as Christelle) is 
still outstanding.

To make matters worse, the French court continues to dismiss 
all requests for bail submitted by Ramadan’s lawyer, under the 
pretext that he could either flee abroad or put pressure on plaintiffs 
and witnesses. These factors cast serious doubt on the credibility 
of the investigation and the impartiality of the judges in charge of 
the case. This begs the question, if this is not an attempt of political 
assassination conducted by the French intelligentsia, judiciary and 
the state against Ramadan, what could it be then?

Another equally important question is: why Tariq Ramadan? 
And who stands to benefit from keeping him in detention and thus 
silencing him? Ramadan represents a school of intellectual thought 
that challenges and dismantles the anti-Islam discourse propagated 
by the Islamophobic French elite. One of the key characteristics of 
Ramadan’s doctrine is to encourage French and European Muslims to 
act as full citizens, to question their governments on socioeconomic 
policies, to refuse injustice and discrimination, and to demand social 
equality. He also calls on governments to pursue policies of social 
equality and adopt anti-discrimination laws.

In his book, “Islamic Ethics: A Very Short Introduction”, Ramadan 
highlights the need to initiate interfaith and intercultural dialogues 
with regard to common moral values in order to question the role of 
religion, the state and economy in dealing with issues surrounding 
social and economic inequality.

With the exception of a few fine minds like the prominent French 
sociologist Edgar Morin or the writer Alain Gresh, French media 
and the intellectual corpus oscillated between ignoring Ramadan, 
to publicly questioning his role as a Muslim in the public sphere.  
For almost two decades now, a number of French politicians and 
media pundits have tried to undermine Ramadan’s discourse by 
accusing him of ambiguity, demagoguery, doublespeak and anti-
Semitism. They have strived to keep his intellectual contribution to 
the public debate in France limited to only matters pertaining Islam.  
Framed as the ‘Muslim intellectual’ by most French media outlets, 
the aim being not only to alienate his French audience but also to 
distort Ramadan’s image and weaken his intellectual credibility and 
narrative.

Apart from the French far right party (Le Front National), which 
upholds racist and Islamophobic views, the overwhelming majority 
of those who systematically oppose Ramadan’s ideas, and who 

regularly carry out smear campaigns against him whenever he takes 
a stand for the rights of France’s discriminated Muslim citizens or 
condemn Israeli crimes against Palestinians, happen to be close to 
pro-Israel circles in France. They include figures such as Bernard-
Henri Levy, Alain Finkielkraut, Eric Zemmour, Frederic Encel, Gilles 
Kepel, Jean-Pierre Elkabache and many others. Some, like the 
journalist Caroline Fourest, who for years has been leading a smear 
campaign against Ramadan, are directly involved in the case against 
him. Since the beginning of the affair, she has been actively promoting 
the plaintiffs’ version of events on media platforms.

Another media pundit who played a key role, among others, in 
demonising Ramadan is the French-Israeli paparazzi journalist Jean-
Claude ElFassi who closely collaborates with the French magazine 
l’Express. He went so far as to threaten the third plaintiff’s brother in 
the event he provides to the court exculpatory elements in favour of 
Tariq Ramadan. It is worth pointing out here that l’Express is among 
the most widely circulated publications and is owned by French-
Israeli Patrick Drahi, also the owner of a media empire, including 
the Israeli TV channel “i24”, French newspaper “Liberation”, “RMC” 
radio and “BFM” TV channel. These outlets have relentlessly been 
promoting the plaintiffs’ allegations and attacking Ramadan.

Accordingly, keeping Ramadan in detention, and therefore 
silencing him, is serving the very interests of those who for years 
struggled to shut him out and discredit his reputation among his 
audience. The reason being; during countless debates, media 
encounters and interviews, Ramadan was cleverly able to expose 
their hypocrisy and double standards towards France’s Muslim 
citizens and the Palestinian cause. Therefore, Ramadan’s absence 
allows them to have a free reign to spew their Islamophobic, racist 
and anti-Palestinian narratives, since Ramadan is almost the only 
intellectual who dares questioning and dismantling their lies and 
propaganda.

However, the way Ramadan’s case has been handled – or 
rather mishandled- by the French judiciary will likely have serious 
consequences for the justice system in France. By embracing, or being 
influenced by, the anti-Ramadan narrative propagated by the anti-
Ramadan lobby, French justice risks losing its credibility. Ramadan’s 
case proved that the principle of impartiality, intrinsic to any judicial 
institution, is at stake in France today due to attempts to politicise 
the justice system or allowing political considerations to override the 
need to uphold justice. This might result in a loss of confidence in 
how the French justice system operates, in the short, medium and 
long term, especially among French citizens of Muslim faith.  Muslims 
will no doubt wonder, if justice can be withheld for someone so high 
profile as Tariq Ramadan, what chance do they have?

Is France aware that the case against Ramadan may result in a 
serious social crisis as a segment of French society, already facing 
discrimination, may feel that even the justice team may one day work 
against them. Many could not help but compare Ramadan’s case 
with that of the two ministers Darmanin and Hulot, both accused 
of sexual assault and yet remained in office. Is France aware that 
the case against Ramadan may result in a serious social crisis as a 
segment of French society, already facing discrimination, may feel 
that even the justice team may one day work against them. Many 
could not help but compare Ramadan’s case with that of the two 
ministers Darmanin and Hulot, both accused of sexual assault and 
yet remained in office. Will France be able to put an end to this 
farce that has become Ramadan’s case?  The answer to this question 
depends almost exclusively on the political mindset that runs France 
today, and that does not seem to be aware of the disastrous long-
term social consequences that this affair might leave behind.  https://
www.trtworld.com/opinion/liberte-egalite-fraternite-just-not-for-
tariq-ramadan-20034


